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A TRIP TO MEXICO. 





. T HILE in Paris, last summer, 
the Supreme Council had 
asked me to go to Mexico 


City and try to bring to- 
gether two warring factions in the 
newly organized Mexican Federation. 
I was, in the meantime, to do what I 
could to have the leaders of the two 
factions, the President of the Federa- 
tion and the Representative of the 
Supreme Council, agree on a date for 
a Convention of all the Lodges in 
Mexico. This I was unable to do as 
the President of the Federation would 
not consider meeting with the Lodges 
favoring the Representative of the 
Supreme Council. I advised both 
factions that I would arrive in Mexico 
City the first of the year and that 
they were to hold their Convention 
during that week. 

A day or two before leaving Lark- 
spur I received from the President of 
the Federation a copy of a resolution 
which had been adopted at a Conven- 
tion held by his followers on the 20th 
of December. This resolution stated 
that they could not accept some of 
the changes in the International Con- 
stitution adopted by the 1934 Interna- 
tional Convention and that they had 
decided to withdraw from the Inter- 
national Order, and call themselves 
“The Mexican Grand Orient of Uni- 
versal Co-Masonry”. 





J 


The reason for this sudden decision, 
a few days before my arrival, was 
patent. These BB. were a_ small 
minority in the Federation. Nearly 
all the Lodges had opposed their 
dictatorial methods and they knew 
they had no chance of being reelected 
at a Convention composed of repre- 
sentatives from all the Lodges. ‘They 
had in their possession the Charter, 
the archives and the finances of the 
Federation and had decided to keep 
them for their new organisation. 

I left Larkspur at 8:35 A.M., Satur- 
day, December 29th, arriving at El 
Paso, Texas, the following morning. 
There I met several members of our 
El Paso Lodge and with them visited 
their Lodge room which had recently 
become the property of a newly 
organized Lodge under the National 
Rite of Mexico. On the front window 
facing one of El Paso’s main streets 
I could read in letters not less than 
six inches high “CO-MASONIC 
LODGE”. And I could not ‘help 
smiling as I remembered having read 
recently in a Masonic magazine 4 
statement to the effect that Co- 
Masonry had been wiped out in El 
Paso. Later I enjoyed an early lunch 
with the El] Paso BB. and then some 
of them came to the station to see 
me off. 

As the train arrived on the Mexican 
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side of the International Bridge at El 
Paso, I noticed the Mexican custom 
officers looking suspiciously into 
hand baggage. While in Juarez, 
where we remained no less than one 
hour I changed some money at the 
station and then had my trunk opened 
in the baggage car. The officers 
were very courteous but it seemed 
strange to see them all with revolvers 
hanging from their belts. I was 
handed a telegram from Ill. Bro. 
Garcia weleoming me to Mexico. 

Back on the train I found that H 
had as a traveling companion a young 
Mexican-American from the Imperial 
Valley who was returning to Mexico 
to get married. I enjoyed his 
company that afternoon and evening 
and learned a few important Mexican 
words. JI missed him however the 
balance of the trip. Two young ladies 
from Carlsbad, N. M., had attracted 
his attention and he became their 
devoted companion. 

The service on the combination 
lounge and dining-car was slow and 


inferior to the service in the States. | 


Besides there was a 20 percent 


Federal tax on all purchases in the) 


car. .The menu was printed in 


English as well as in Spanish and) 


that helped somewhat. 

I noticed a good gravel road be- 
tween Juarez and Chihuahua. After 
that, however, until near Mexico City 
whatever road could be seen was in 
very bad condition and suitable only 
for pedestrians and burros. They are) 
building a good road between Laredo | 
and Mexico City and I have been told | 


that the last stretch of some 60 miles) . 


is to be finished before summer. 
The trip from Juarez to within a few 
hundred miles from Mexico City was | 
very dusty. Between Juarez and Chi- | 


huahua there are miles and miles of 
‘sand mountains still free of any 
vegetation. On Monday it was very 
hot on the train and from time to 
time the porter would be around with 
a dry rag to chase the dust which had 
settled on the window sills and on 
baggage. That did not add any to 
the comfort of the passengers. 

In the vicinity of Torreon I noticed 
hundreds of men doing some irriga- 
tion work. As they cannot depend on 
water from a river that is dry most 
of the time, they have started to dig 
deep wells and I could see miles of 
fields covered with water. 

Mexico, like Europe, is a country 
of walls. Everywhere miles of stone 
walls surround properties. I have 
seen fields of all sizes that certainly 
held no promise of any future crop 
surrounded by walls and I could not 
help thinking that the stones could 
have been used to better advantage in 
building roads. But people whose only 
means of transportation seemed to be 
burros could not very well see the 
need for good roads. 

The stops along the road were many 
and long and at each station the whole 
population of the town seemed to come 
to the train. Women would hurry 
jover carrying all sorts of victuals 
‘which they sold to the passengers. 
| My appetite had not reached the point 
|of wishing anything on display. While 
the women were looking for customers, 
| the children and some old people were 
| busy begging for pennies. And there 
is no race suicide in Mexico! Children 
and burres are plentiful everywhere. 
One thing no traveler could fail to 
notice is the fact that Indians love 
| flowers. I could see some in front of 
| the most desclate habitations. 
| Tuesday morning at Tula, some 40 
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or 50 miles from Mexico City, as I 
was walking toward the door of the 
Pullman, intending to get off a 
moment, I was agreeably surprised to 
hear a pleasant voice say: “Are you 
Bro. Goaziou?” 1 admitted the fact 
and escorted my visitors to a seat. 
They were BB. (Mrs.) Paula V. de 
Mallen and Daniel Eguiarte who had 
come from Mexico City to greet me 
and assure me that I was most wel- 
come. At the station in Mexico 
City I met a good many more of the 
BB. and immediately felt at home 
among them. I was escorted to the 
Mancera Hotel where a nice large 
room had been reserved for me. I 
spent the balance of the day with 
several of the BB. discussing the sit- 
uation and also visited Bro. Dr. R. 
Garcia, the Representative of the 
Supreme Council who had injured his 
leg a few days before and was unable 
to leave his home. 

A good part of the following day 
was spent with a Committee going 
over their Constitution and preparing 
a report to present to a Convention 
of all the Lodges faithful to the 
Supreme Council which was to meet 
at 8 P. M. In the late afternoon, 4:30 
to 6, I was with one of the leaders of 
the new Mexican Grand Orient try- 
ing to get him to see that his organ- 
ization had no right to hold the 
Charter of the Federation, nor its 
archives and finances. He seemed to 
agree and promised to do all he 
eould to get his friends to allow him 
to hand over to me the Charter and 
part of the archives. He also agreed 
that they would pay some money due 
the Supreme Council. This I reported 
in the evening to the Convention but 
most of the BB. present seemed tc 
doubt that the promises would be 





The Convention was in session 


kert. 
imoyos) xo) we) Gy, INL eso, 
Cuaron of Tampico was _ elected 
President of the Federation and it 
was also decided to recommend him to 
the Supreme Council as Representa- 
tive. It was decided to recommend to 
the Lodges the adoption of many 
changes in the Constitution. A Com- 
mittee was appointed to prepare a 
revised Constitution to be submitted 
to the Lodges so that it could be 
voted upon at the next Convention. 
As Mexico, with its large territory, 
has the same problem of distance to 
contend with as we have in the States 
the BB. there are planning to use the 
Constitution of the American Federa- 
tion as a model in rewriting their own. 

The following day, accompanied by 
Bro. (Mrs.) Guadalupe G. de Joseph, 
another member of the seceding fac- 
tion, I visited Xochimileo. It was a 
most interesting trip in many ways. 
The name Xochimileco comes from the 
Aztee and means “place of flowers”. 
This little village is better known as 
“The floating gardens”. It is a small 
native town originally built on a 
series of floating islands. When the 
Spaniards arrived in Mexico they 
found the natives of this district 
occuping a region of islands and 
waterways. And though these have 
decreased in number and the islands 
are not movable now as they were 
then, Xochimilco still remains a gar- 
den of trees, flowers and vegetables. 

We enjoyed a ride around the 
islands in a canoe and saw many of 
the natives enjoying life on the water 
while others were hard at work 
getting muck from the bottom of the 
water to put on their pieces of land. 
During this trip I was given the 
other side of the Mexican trouble. 


Dr. A. 
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We were back in Mexico City about 
4 P. M. and I decided to walk around 
and see the sights. 

Mexico City is a very busy place. 
There is no unemployment problem. 
They are making improvements every- 
where. The narrow streets—all one 
way streets—are filled with new 
American autos. ‘The taxis are no 
different from other machines. The 
only way one can tell a taxi is by 
seeing the notice “libre” (“free”) on 
the windshield. And if one does not 
want to pay too much for a ride, one 
must first bargain with the driver 
and agree upon a price before start- 
ing. They will take you a good 
distance for 50 cents (Mexican 
money) if you offer that much, but 
will call for $1.50 at the end of the 
trip if no price has been agreed upon. 
In many places they are tearing down 
buildings to make the streets wider. 

In the evening I attended a meeting 
of Rakowsky Lodge and learned that 
the time set for a meeting had very 
little meaning. This meeting was 
called for 8 P. M., but it was 9:45 
when it started. Our Lodges are 
using Temples of other Masonic 
organizations and the set up of the 
Lodge room was a novelty. The 
ritual differed much from our own 
here but the work was well done and 
one could see that the BB. were 
devoted to the ideals of Masonry. It 
was past 12 o’clock when the Lodge 
was closed. 

The cost of living in Mexico is much 
lower than in the States especially if 
one cares for Mexican dishes. Ameri- 
can restaurants in Mexico City charge 
a higher price than the exclusively 
Mexican places. 

The climate is most pleasant,— 
comfortably warm during the day and 





T should like to be able 
in Mexico 


cool at night. 
to spend all my winters 
City. 

Friday morning, Bro. Amapilis, one 
of the leaders of the seceding group, 
called for me and together we visited 
the Municipal Building, the National 
Palace and the Museum. The National 
Palace ‘stands on the site of the 
palace of Montezuma, the emperor of 
the Aztecs. Completed in 1698 it be- 
came the official residence of the Vice- 
roys, until the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence and the establishment of the 
Republic. Since then, the National 
Palace has been the official head- 
quarters of all the Presidents of 
Mexico. Above the central doorway, 
one may see the the Mexican Liberty 
Bell. This bell was used by Father 
Miguel Hildalgo y Costilla on the 
night of September 15, 1810, to call 
the people of Mexico to fight for their 
liberty and independence. Diego 
Rivera is now at work on imposing 
murals describing the history of 
Mexico. 

On the way from the Palace to the 
Museum, I learned that my time had 
not yet come. Some man at work on 
the wall of the Palace dropped a stone 
which barely touched the brim of my 
hat. If I had been a. few inches 
further on the way and the stone had 
fallen on my head it would have been 
the end of my travels. 

Located back of the National Palace, 
the National Museum has the largest 
known collection of Historical and 
Archeological treasures of an abor- 
iginal civilization: the Aztec Calendar 
Stone weighing more than 60,000 
pounds; the Sacrificial Stone, the 
Palenque Cross and other monuments; 
idols, relics, jewels as well as suits 
of armour of the conquerors, maps, 
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documents, books, paintings, furniture, 
coaches and other objects of the 
Colonial and Empire periods. Bro. 
Amabilis is an architect and he 
proved to be a very well informed 
guide, explaining the difference be- 
tween the works of various Indian 
civilizations. A visit to the room 
containing’ a large collection of jewels 
recently discovered in new excava- 
tions at Monte Alban, proved most 
interesting. 

We parted about noon with the under- 
standing that the following day he 
would bring me the Charter and other 
possessions of the Federation. In the 
evening I attended a Chapter meeting 
which had been called for 8:30. I 
was exactly 9:45 when it started and 
it was 12:30 when it ended. While in 
Monterrey later I was asked what to 
do about the problem of late attend- 
ance. I suggested that if the BB. 
could not arrive before 9 to call the 
meeting for 9 instead of 8:30. The 
answer was: “If we call the meeting 
for 9 then they will not arrive until 
9:80.”" I suggested then that the only 
remedy was to start promptly on time 
without waiting for late comers. 

A good part of Saturday was spent 
attending to correspondence and 
in the company of Bro, Cuaron. In 
the evening I visited the Cathedral 
here, which is said to be the finest 
and oldest in America. This cathedral 
is built on the site of the main 
“teocallis” (House of the Gods) of 
the Aztecs. It is a magnificent 
structure, 374 feet long and 198 feet 
wide, with towers 204 feet high. It 
contains marble altars, silver railings, 
famous paintings, exquisite wood- 
carvings and priceless examples of 
decorations. It was started in 1537, 
taking more than fifty years for its 








‘completion. When I entered, about 


500 men and women, each carrying a 
candle, and as many children, were 
going around the church in a_ pro- 
cession. There was no trace here of 
the religious persecution mentioned in 
the American newspapers. 

While in Mexico I visited many 
churches. In all of them the faith- 
ful and the clergy were peacefully 
attending to their religious ceremon- 
jes. Opposite the Sanborn restaurant 
where I had many of my meals there 
is a large church and at all times of 
the day I could see people entering or 
coming out, and there was no trace 
of interference. Mexico is a Catholic 
country and if the clergy was wise 
instead of being stupid it could easily 
enjoy the same privilege granted the 
Catholic church in the States. The 
Mexican clergy is opposed to ali social 
and economie improvements. It 
wants to maintain all the privileges 
it enjoyed for centuries and is in open 
warfare against the government. It 
has been responsible for open rebellion 
and it is now trying to get the Amer- 
ican government to interfere in 
Mexican affairs. People who now 
want to investigate the Catholic 
situation in Mexico never said a word 
when Mascns were being murdered in 
Italy. Today Masonry is being perse- 
cuted in many European countries but 
the defenders of Roman intolerance 
never have raised their voice to pro- 
test against the persecution of 
Masons. There is no persecution of 
religion in Mexico. The government 
there is simply defending itself 
against a clergy that is trying to 
start a revolution. It is to be hoped 
that the American government will 
keep hands off and let the Mexicans 
solve their own problems in their own 
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way. What is needed in Mexico is an 
era of peace and not a revolution. 

On Sunday, with a good many mem- 
bers of our Mexican organization, I 
traveled to Teotihuacan, a word which 
means, “Place Where Deities Are Wor- 
shipped.” This, an archeological city, 
flourished at several eras, which are 
now marked by superimposed build- 
ings. We first went to the Pyramid of 
the Sun and climbed to the top, no 
easy matter in the hot sun. After 
climbing 18 steps, we had to walk an 
easy grade to 88 more steps. Here 
was a platform about 10 feet wide. 
Then another climb of 58 steps to 
another platform about 10 feet wide. 
These steps were about 35 feet long 
and about a foot wide. Then the 
steps are divided in the center—55 
-on each side of the division. Then 
there is another platform and 21 very 
steep steps in the center. Another 
platform about 15 feet wide, 48 
more steps and a walk of about 30 
feet to the center of the pyramid. 
The pyramid is 60 meters high and 
covers about forty thousand square 
meters. It is built of five pyramidial 
sections and the stairways are on the 
west side. 

Not far from this is the Pyramid 
of the Moon, 42 meters high. Its 
base covers sixteen thousand square 
meters. It is also formed by pyra- 
midal sections, but on its southern 
side, at the height of the first section, 
there is a great parapet or outstand- 
ing balcony. Near the other pyramid 
there are a great number of buildings. 

The size of the old city of Teotihua- 
ean must have been very large, for 
there are signs of an extension of no 
less than four miles long and at least 

“two in width. It must have been 
noted for the perfect harmonious 








symmetry of its outline, and for the 
grandeur and beauty of style in its 
structures, among the most notable 
ones being the Temple of Quetzalcoatl. 
The immensity of this gets one to 
wondering about the great, ceremon- 
jals that were once performed there. 

The view from the top of the pyra- 
mid of the Sun is magnificent. It is 
a large valley, surrounded on ail sides 
by several ranges of mountains. Be- 
tween the Pyramid of the Moon and 
the Temple of Quetzalcoatl, we saw 
traces of the Avenue of the Dead, and 
visited some of the superimposed and 
subterranean buildings. According to 
tradition, the architectural structures 
that line the avenue on both sides, and 
which are now only mounds, originally 
contained graves. The superimposed 
buildings are very interesting monu- 
ments which correspond to two epochs 
of development, the superficial con- 
structions belonging to the modern, 
and the subterranean to the ancient. 
There are great halls, walls with 
battlements, bases of columns, large 
stairs, and a well that furnished 
drinking water to the ancient city. 
‘he subterranean halls are now lighted 
by electricity. Pages more would 
need to be written to do justice to 
the wonders of this ancient city. 

On our way back to Mexico City, 
we visited the old town of Acolman, 
noted for its famous convent of San 
Augustine, built in 1539 and complete- 
ly abandoned until 1924, when the 
Mexican Government ordered its 
restoration. This convent, which with 
its church, covers much ground, is 
now a museum of Colonial art. 

We were there a geod hour. The 
convent, situated by the foothills, is 
surrounded by high walls, and served, 
no doubt, as a fortress in early days. 
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Monday, January 7, was a very 
busy day. With Dr. Cuaron and his 
family I left Mexico City about 9:30 
on an auto trin to the “Desert of the 
Lions” where the magnificent ruins 
of an old Monastery are located. It 
was an interesting mountain trip over 


a good concrete road. Had it not 
been for the numerous cultivated 
little fields up to the top of the 


mountain I could have believed that 
T was doing some mountain traveling 
in Colorado. These small fields, in 
most of which stood shocks of corn, 


separated by borders of green 
“aguave”’, looked most attractive. 
From this “aguave”’ which is a 


species of cactus, Mexicans make their 
“pulque” which is the native beer. 
They cut the plant close to the 
ground and there is a large cavity in 
the root in which a quart or more of 
a milky substance will slowly gather. 
This is sweet while fresh, but when 
made to ferment it becomes bitter and 
intoxicating. ‘They have to cover the 
root with something heavy when the 
plant has been cut or the coyotes 
would come around and drink all the 
milk, 

It appeared that it was the season 
for bringing home the corn stalks as 
J saw many women and children 
carrying heavy loads on their back. 
Outside of the city burros seem to 
be the principal means of transporta- 
tion. I was under the impression, 
however, that the women carried 
heavier loads than the burros. 

When we reached the top of the 
mountain we entered a_ beautiful 
forest and a few miles down we ar- 
rived at the old monastery. After 
visiting the gardens and building we 
went down a narrow stairway to the 


underground passages and the many! wide. 





chambers of torture in which victims 
of the Inquisition had suffered and 
died. This place was also surrounded 
by high walls. 

On the return trip to the city we 
visited Chapultepec Park and Castle 
which, under the present administra- 
tion, is open daily to the public with- 
out the requirement of a pass, as 
before. Chapultepec Castle is a solid 
structure built on the top of a hill, 
which is surrounded by the forest 
and park of the same name. During 
the Pre-Hispanic period, the hill was 
the seat of residence of the Aztec 
Emperors. A summer residence for 
the Viceroys was constructed later, 
serving also as summer residence for 
the Presidents of Mexico. The Castle 
is now divided into two sections: one 
the private residence of the President 
of Mexico, and the other an historical 
museum. We were shown through 
the private office of the President, the 
luxurious apartments of the Emperor 
Maximillian and Empress Carlota, 
the Chinese room—a_ gift to the 
former President Diaz from the 
Dowager Empress of China, and the 
ambassadors’ meeting room—in which 
there is a carpet imported from Paris 
by Diaz at a cost of some $50,000. 
We saw many other interesting rooms 
and objects as well as some bright 
frescoes by Diego Rivera. From the 
terrace of the Castle which is 200 feet 
above the city level one could enjoy 
the most wonderful sight of the 
Valley of Mexico and notice the 
contrasting beauty of the snow-capped 
voleanoes and the tropical palm trees. 
From there one also had a fine view 
of the “Paseo de la Reforma” one of 
the most beautiful driveways in the 
world, three miles long and 200 feet 
Chapultepec Park is one of 
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the oldest natural parks on the Amer- 
jean continent. Its 500-year old 
ahuehuetes—sort of giant weeping 
willows—more than a hundred feet 
high and nearly fifty feet in circum- 
ference are the lonely survivors of 
the glorious reign of the Aztecs. 

In the evening I attended a meeting 
of Isis Lodge during which I installed 
Til. Bro. A. Cuaron as President of 
the Mexican Federation. 

Most of Tuesday was spent attend- 
ing to my correspondence. In the 
evening there was a meeting of the 
National Areopagus, the President of 
which was among the seceding BB. 
I presided and advanced three KK. 
from the 18th to the 30th. An elec- 
tion of officers was then held and 1 
installed the new officers. It was 
again long past midnight before the 
meeting was over. 

Wednesday morning Bro. Cuaron 
called and together we went to see 
Bro. Garcia and remained with him 
until after 1 P. M. giving the finish- 
ing touch to the work of reorganiza- 
tion. In the evening, with Bro. 
Maurice Wolf, librarian of the French 
Alliance, I visited the Headquarters 
of the Grand Lodge Valley of Mexico, 
met the Grand Master and the Grand 
Seeretary and with them attended a 
meeting of Ignacio Ramirez Lodge, 
No. 20, when the new Lodge officers 
were installed by the Grand Officers. 
A very interesting ceremony. Out- 
side of the Grand Lodge Valley of 
Mexico and some fifteen other Grand 
Lodges in relation with it, Masonry 
seems to be in a chaotic situation in 
Mexico. There are quite a number of 
unrecognized organizations and it ap- 
pears that there are in Mexico City 
a large number of Lodges without 
any allegiance to any Grand Body. 





At the present time Masonry is very 
popular and this has a tendency to 
bring into the Lodges an element of 
self-seekers who have nothing to give 
Masonry but who will be expecting 
much from it. 

Thursday, from 1:15 to 3:15 I at- 
tended the weekly luncheon of the 


Lions Club of Mexico City at the 
Hotel Regis. This club is the largest 
in the International organization. No 


less than 200 members were present. 
An excellent luncheon was served and 
there was a good program of music, 
singing and dancing and some 
speeches so I enjoyed my visit very 
much, There was another visitor 
from the States, a Wisconsin Lion. 
There was no meeting that evening, 
so for the first time in Mexico City 
I was able to go to bed at an early 
hour. 

Friday morning I went to Cuerna- 
yaca, a two hours’ ride from Mexico 
City over the mountains, another 
interesting trip over a good concrete 
road. From time to time I could see 
parts of the old stone road built in 
the days of Cortes. It was much 
warmer in Cuernavaca than in Mex- 
ico City, which is probably about 
three thousand feet higher. I was 
told that during the rainy season it 
never started to rain in Cuernavaca 
before 5 P. M. I visited the Palace 
of Cortes which has walls about four 
feet thick. On the inside walls of the 
terrace facing the deep ravine which 
held Cortes and his soldiers and 
which he probably could not have 
passed without the help of friendly 
Indians, are frescoes of Diego Rivera 
giving the history of Mexico since the 
conquest. I visited the fine Cathedral, 
built in 1529, and the Borda Gardens 
where Emperor Maximilian and 
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Empress Carlota used to spend their 
summers. These gardens were made 
by a lucky Frenchman, Joseph 
La Borde, who came to Mexico in 
1716, made millions through mining 
and built the fine house and park in 
Cuernavaca. 

In the evening I was called to the 
Manhattan Restaurant where I had 
dinner with about eighteen members 
who had gathered to wish me a happy 
return to the States. During dinner, 
Bro. de Mallen asked me to close my 
eyes a moment and then wrapped me 
up in a most gorgeous Saltillo serape, 
a present from our Mexican BB. I 
was overwhelmed with its beauty and 
hardly knew what to say. I assured 
our good BB. that I appreciated very 
much their beautiful gift and that I 
had enjoyed visiting with them, and 
that my only regret was that I could 
not stay with them the balance of 
the winter as they had been so kind 
and friendly and their climate suited 
me well. If time and means would 
aliow it, I would gladly spend all my 
winters in Mexico City. 

Early Saturday morning Bro. Prof. 
F. Patron was at the Hotel to take 
me to the station where I met again 
a good number of the BB. who re- 
mained until the train had started. 
BB. Cervera and Gonzales came into 
the car and presented me with a 
beautifully engraved miniature of the 
Aztec Calendar, which I shall always 
prize very much with the serape as 
they will remind me of an interesting 
trip and many devoted members of 
our International Co-Masonic Order. 

If space permitted, much could be 
written about the trip from Mexico 
City to Monterrey where I arrived 
about 8:30 Sunday morning. Several 
BB. were at the station to meet me. 





They conducted me to a hotel and as 
soon as my bags had been disposed 
of we started to visit the city. 

We entered first a gorgeous club 
house of several stories which my 
friends called the “millionaires’ club”. 
Then we entered the Cathedral in 
which Sunday services were being 
conducted. From there we went to 
another fine club house, the property. 
of the Circulo Mercantil which has 
over 4,500 members. Through the 
courtesy of the President, I was given 
a visitor’s card. From there we drove 
to a distant high hill where there was 
a very old church and from where we 
had a fine view of the City. Then we 
went to the club house of the em- 
ployees of the steel miil. On the way 
there we had stopped at a place where 
they were making sugar from sugar 
cane. I had a taste of the juice of 
the cane but found it very flat. 

In the afternoon I attended a meet- 
ing of the Monterrey Lodge held in 
a Temple owned by a Lodge under 
the National Rite of Mexico. I ex- 
plained to the BB. what had been 
done in Mexico City and they were 
quite pleased with the new ar- 
rangements and the new officers. 
Later I spent a pleasant evening with 
several members at the home of Bro. 
Amaya. The next morning, at the 
station, a Bro. whose name I am 
sorry to have missed, was waiting to 
present me with a bag of fine oranges 
for the trip, a gift that was much ap- 
preciated. 

During the night, at Monterrey, I 
had awakened feeling chilled and that, 
no doubt, was responsible for a very 
bad cold which developed on the way 
to Larkspur and probably also for the 


(Continued on page 13) 
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KNIGHTS OF HEREDOM 


By Isabel B. Holbrook, 330 


HE word, “Heredom” (spelled 
also Herodom and Hereden), 
and the phrase, ‘‘Heredom of 
Kilwinning,” occur often in 
old Masonic literature. The  ety- 
mology of the word has puzzled 
many, but the one generally recognized 
is the derivation that traces it to the 
Greek “hieros,’ holy, and “domos,” 
house. It would thus refer to Ma- 
sonry as symbolically the Holy House 
or Temple. 

Kilwinning, an obscure village in 
Scotland, claims to be the birthplace 
of Masonry in that country. A 
beautiful abbey was founded there in 
1140, and Robert Bruce established 
the Royal Order of Heredom in 1814. 
A. E, Waite, in “Secret Traditions of 
Masonry,” writes: “Kilwinning was, 
by the voice of legend, a reflection of 
unknown mysteries practiced by the 
Order of Culdees at Mount Herecom, 
on an island south of the Hebrides.” 
In another place he says: ‘The Secret 
Tradition, in choosing a local Masonic 
habitation, found sufficient wisdom. to 
connect it with a purely imaginary 
mountain, showing thus that sym- 
bolical Masonry may have had _ its 
roots in Building Guilds—represented 
by Kilwinning—but was raised into a 
mystical region—represented by Here- 
dom.” Again: ‘Freemasonry did 


strictly, but in the symbolical sense, 
derive from Mount Heredom, it being 
understood that such eminence is not 
in time and space.” 

That Heredom is strictly esoteric: is 
again evident from an old catechism. 
Question: 


“Where is the mountain 








of Heredom?” Answer: “Between 
the west and north of Scotland, at the 
end of the ecliptic, where the first 
lodge of Masonry was erected.” And 
an old Scottish Degree of advanced 
Masonry, with a dry humor that to 
the inexpert may seem grotesque and 
irreverent, speaks of this first lodge 
as “originally held upon a hill in the 
North of Scotland, a place where a 
cock never crowed, a lion never 
roared, and a woman never tattled.” 

In traditional esoteric terminology, 
the “North” signifies that which is 
spiritual and ever unmanifested, and 
when Initiates of the past are said to 
have held lodges and performed their 
work upon this or that hill or moun- 
tain, the meaning is that they were 
engaged in work of a high spiritual 
nature and efficacy, and of a super- 
physical order. The allusion to cock- 
crow is to the guilty conscience of 
Peter, which could only exist in the 
world of the time and in one who is 
spiritually imperfect. The allusion to 
the lion is to the Evil One going 
about as a roaring lion in the lower 


world, but unable to enter the 
Paradisal world; while the, third 
reference is to the contemplative 


silence of the soul (the woman) upon 
that plane of life of which the psalm- 
ist sings: “There is neither speech 
nor language, but their voices are 
heard among them.” 

We are told, over and over again, 
that there are certain secrets re- 
stricted to each Degree in. Free- 
masonry. “Heredom” conceals one of 

(Continued on page 138) 
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EDITORIAL. 





UNEMPLOYMENT RELIEF. 


O sensible person can find fault 
with government relief to the 
unemployed. However, there 
is much room for criticism when this 
relief is made a bonanza for people 
who object to work. No able-bodied 
person should receive relief except in 
payment for labor performed. There 
is no lack of public work that could 
be done. There is not a locality that 
is not in need of a good cleaning up. 
The approach to most cities is an eye- 
sore. There are roads in need of re- 
pairs and new roads are needed. There 
are thousands of railroad underpasses 
that should have been built during 
this depression. In too many places 
Federal relief has become a premium 
on laziness and an incentive to graft. 
According to a recent report of 
Colorado’s State Relief Director, 80 
per cent of the persons arrested for 
drunkenness in Colorado are on relief. 
The same report also says that 20 
per cent of automobile and_ traffic 
violations involve persons on relief. 
It seems to me that it is high time 





that the tax-payers take a decided 
stand against such a shameful state 
of affairs. 








HE following item, appearing 
a in a December issue of the 

London “Daily Express”, has 
created quite a stir in this country 
among York Rite Masons: 


WOMAN MASON ENTHRONED. 





Head of Only Order With No Men. 


“Daily Express” Special 
Representative. 
In the beautiful temple of the 
Honourable Fraternity of Ancient 
Freemasons last night Mrs.Seton Chal- 


len was solemnly enthroned as head of : 


the only all-women’s Order of Free- 
masons. 

Mrs. Challen is a direct descendant 
of Boswell, Dr. Johnson’s biographer. 
She looked—-and was—a_ radiant 
queen of Masonry in her superb 
regalia. 

She wore a white satin dress, on 
which the emblems of her Masonic 
rank glistened, and an ermine-tipped 
cloak and train of gold embossed 
with roses and acacia. 
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And yet, such is the natural charm 
of this woman whose fellow-women 
Masons have made their leader, she 
seemed the humblest of all that glit- 
tering throng. 


ALL “BROTHERS” 


Women came from all parts of the 
country to the temple of St. Ermin’s, 
Westminster, for this ceremony. 
Some drove up in luxurious cars, 


some in taxicabs, while others 
walked through the rain-drenched 
streets. 


They are all “brothers”—“Brother 
Ada,” “Brother Elsie,” and for each 
the “Grand Master” had the same 
warm welcome. 

The Grand Master of Ceremonies, 
with the Grand Swordbearer, led the 
new Grand Master to the temple, 
with her escort of eighteen of the 
tallest members of the Order. 

Heralds proclaimed her “Most 
Puissant Grand Commander of the 
Rose Croix, Most Excellent Supreme 
Grand Z cf the Holy Royal Arch, 
Mcst Worshipful Grand Master of 
Mark Masons and to be the Most 


Worshipful Grand Master of the 
Honourable Fraternity of Ancient 
Freemasons!” 


None looked on this impressive 
ritual but those who had the right 
to be there. 





Dudley Wright, in his book “Woman 
and Freemasonry”, says that the 
Honourable Fraternity of Ancient 


Freemasons was founded in 1913 by a] 


“number of members of the Order of 
Antient Masonry...who were desirous 
of making further progress in the 





Higher Degrees”. Its special aim is 
said to be to establish the practice of 
Royal Arch Masonry for women. “It 
is stated that this Order has grown 
and is growing by leaps and bounds, 
and numbers many eminent women 
among its members, who are scattered 
in all parts of the world.” 

The Order of Antient Masonry, 
referred to by Dudley Wright, was 
founded in 1908, as the Honourable 
Fraternity of Antient Masonry, by 
men and women members of the Co- 
Masonic Order “who became dis- 
satisfied with the form of govern- 
ment, ritual and interpretation then 
obtaining in the Order.... The 
organization has continued to flourish 
since its foundation, and there are 
now numerous lodges under its juris- 
diction, including one established 
solely for the purpose of research and 
limited in membership to Installed 
Masters of Lodges.” 





Early in the 18th century the 
evangelist George Whitefield was 
already afraid of “modernism.” He 
said that tutors at Yale neglected to 
pray with and examine the hearts of 
their pupils, that discipline was at a 
low ebb and that “bad books” were 
becoming fashionable among them. 
“Modernism” was also rampant at 
William and Mary, according to the 
godly, and parents trembled for the 
morals of their offspring. 





One resolution I have made, and 
try always to keep, is this: ‘To rise 
above little things. 

—John Burroughs. 
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“KNIGHTS OF HEREDOM 


(Continued from page 10) 








the secrets of the Highteenth Degree. 
Fuller understanding of the word 
should make us feel move deeply the 
reality of the secret which it conceals 
and should intensify our striving to 
possess it. 

To use a very simple illustration: 
Our working-tool, the square, stands 
for right conduct. He only can 
possess that secret of the square who 
performs right action, who is a person 
of right conduct. None other can 
learn it. So, likewise, although we 
may often write “of Heredom” in 
our Chapter titles and expostulate 
learnedly of its meaning, we are not 
really “of Heredom’”—have not that 
secret—until we can ascend the hill- 
side and work upon the Mount. To 
do that we must conform to the Law 
of the Mount, and in the silence of 
senses learn the things of the spirit. 

There are many, so-called, “ser- 
mons on the mount’”—from that of 
the Christian Master, the great Hx- 
emplar of the Eighteenth Degree, to 
the ancient “Divine Poemander of 
Hermes.” There are many great 
and eloquent discourses of instruction 
relating to those loftier planes of 
thought and action upon which 
every knight of Heredom aspires to 
live. Let us choose one such “ser- 
mon” and keep it “by us” for a span 
of time, as a counsel of perfection, 
for daily living and fulfilling, and let 
us put the salt we get out of it into 
the earth as a leavening process, to 
minimize the corruption and increase 
the incorruptibility of the world about 
us. Ascended he; descended he. 
Thus do ye, and be—truly—Excellent 





and Perfect Knights Rose Croix of 
Heredom. 


A TRIP TO MEXICO 


(Continued from page 9) 








siege of neuritis which crippled me 
on the way to Charleroi, Pa. «and 
laid me low for a couple of weeks. 

I cannot end this incomplete report 
of a most interesting trip without 
adding the following notes: 

I did not see a team of horses be- 
tween Juarez and Mexico City, nor 
between Mexico City and Monterrey. 
I saw a stalled automobile somewhere 
between Juarez and Chihuahua and 
the train stopped to pick up a traveler 
who was waving from the road. I 
saw many teams of oxen in the fields 
and burros everywhere. 

On the highways outside of the 
City there are police stations (if you 
ean thus call a small hut) and drivers 
of autos must stop and show license 
and ownership papers. Hard on auto 
thieves. 

No lack of Indians who had never 
worn shoes. Plenty of Indian huts 
which no doubt were no improvement 
on the huts used by Indians when 
Cortes arrived. 

Indians displaying their wares on 
street pavement and roads: fruits, 
peanuts, sugar cane and sweets of all 
descriptions. 

Lottery tickets on display and for 
sale everywhere. All the children 
trying to sell tickets. 

Mexico is a city of Palaces, great 
churches and beggars, but .I do not 
think that I saw an intoxicated man 
or woman during my twelve days in 
the city. 


14. 
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THE LAW OF SACRIFICE 


By Robert R. Logan, 30° 


hb HE V.S.L.,” says Bro. H.L. ; quarternary for then we have the V. 
Haywood, “is more than just §.L. representing God or Spirit, the 


the Bible; it is a symbol and 
stands for something larger than it- 


self, even the whole race’s Book of | 


Faith, the will of God as man has 


learned it in the midst of the years! 


—that perpetual revelation of himself 
which God is making mankind in 
every age and every land.” 

' “The written word”, says Bro. W. 
L. Wilmshurst, “is the emblem and 
external expression of the un-written 
Eternal Word, the Logos’ or 
Substantial Wisdom of Deity out of 
which every living soul has emanated 
and which, therefore, is the ground or 
base of human life.” 

According to these writers the 
square stands as the passive or lowe: 
aspect of man while the compasses 
stand fer his active or spiritual 
nature which informs and gradually 
overcomes and transmutes the other. 
The square can be taken as represent- 
ing the “lower quarternary”, or the 
four lower of man’s seven principles, 
or it may be taken, as Bro. Wilms- 
hurst says, as an approximation of a 
triangle with its apex downwards and 
base upwards in which case the com- 
passes represent another triangle with 
the apex above and the base below. In 
this sense the square and compasses 
represent the interlaced triangles of 
Jewish and theosophical symbolism, 
and the V.S.L. represents the Monad 
or Eternal Wisdom behind the indi- 
vidual man. The symbolism is ap- 


proximately the same if the square 
be regarded as representing the lower 


{ 





‘circle with life embodied 


Square representing the human or un- 


| developed man, and the Compasses as 


representing the Christ principle or 
Divine man, at first overshadowed by 
the lower and finally rising in triumph 
over it. 

If, however, we take the V.S.L. 
not as a volume of knowledge to il- 
lumine our minds or as the Word of 
God or as the Monad or Divine in 
man, but as the fundamental Cosmic 
Law under which all creation must 
function, we can glimpse a different 
symbolism and one perhaps of even 
more universal application, although 
in no wise contradicting the symbol- 
ism of the two triangles and the 
Wisdom behind them. 

_-The law of creation or manifesta- 
tion is one and the same whether ap- 
plied to the Macrocosm or the Micro- 
cosm, the building of a solar system 
or the expression of the creative will 
of a single man. Nothing can be 
created save by a limitation of the 
will, the drawing of a circle of activ. 
ity and then the filling up of that 
in form. 
Thus the artist sets himself the task 
of expressing a certain idea or vision, 
and by the compasses of his will he 
cireumscribes about himself a field 


‘for his effort, shutting out all that is 
foreign to that vision or idea. 


His 
fingers, and the materials of his art, 


‘be it canvass and brush, marble and 
chisel or pencil and words, are the 


square of matter and energy, or sub- 


‘stance and spirit, out of which the 





The American Go-Mason 





15 





form of his vision must be built. For 
the square is the quadrant or fourth 
part of the circle and represents that 
ercss which divides the circle of 
manifestation and fills it with life and 
form, spirit and matter. Thus the 
poet, for example, can take the idea 
of the loss of beauty through worldly 
selfishness for his creative circle of 
limitation and the sonnet for his form 
and when he has filled it with the 
right and vital words we know: “The 
World is too much with us” and that 
“late and soon, getting and spending, 
we lay waste our powers”. 

There has veritably taken place an 
act of creation; the rigid, arbitrary 
form of the sonnet with its fourteen 
lines and alternating rhymes has been 
suffused with life and the limitation 
set up the compasses of the poet’s 
will has been dissolved in freedom. 
Such is the universal law of spirit 
and matter, life and form, inertia 
and motion under which the creative 
will must operate. Even the Logos 
of a universe, once he wills to create, 


must draw his circle of manifestation 


and: must be subject to the law of 
manifestation. The V.S.L. stands 
for that fundamental law under 
which creation takes place, the C. 
for that self-limitation of the creative 
will, and the S. for the life in form, 
energy-substance, which in the man 
is achievement and in nature evolu- 
tion. 

That universal law of manifesta- 
tion is sacrifice, in that impersonal 


sense in which it is used in the 
Bhagavad Gita, sacrifice which 
requires eternal compensation, by 


which nothing is given for nothing. 
It is the law of natural processes, of 
the mechanical forces and the endless 





chain of cause and effect by which 
energies are transformed without 
being lost, even as it is also the law 
of human progress. The compasses 
of the creator’s will cannot describe 
a field of effort without leaving out 
all other possible fields and however 
large the circle drawn it is drawn at 
the sacrifice of all larger circles. And 
freedom, which is the very purpose 
of creation, can be bought only by 
that sacrifice, for it resides not in the 
unlimited and formless chaos beyond 
the circle but in the completion of 
that act of sacrifice by filling the 
circle with the life and skill and effort 
of the creator. 


BOOKS AND 
MAGAZINES. 


“NO”, by A. Lura Douglas. 





Pub.: Sun Publishing Co., Akron, 
Ohio. 
Price: 50 cents. 


(Reviewed by Bianche Bender, 18°) 


OLUMES have been written on 
the Great Pyramid, selling at 
high prices, yet cne may find 

valuable knowledge and secret infor- 
mation in a little fifty-cent book, 
which is worth ten times or more its 
selling price. 

The author, a woman, is not a 
Mason, yet she shows a deep under- 
standing of Masonic terms and 
symbols. 

There is an intensely interesting 
prologue, deseribing the way the 
Elder ‘Brothers of the Race, in the 
forgotten past, devised a plan to 
leave a universal Teaching to future 
humanity, which in any age would 
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always disclose to a student the 
message he would need. The Great 
Pyramid was built according to that 
plan. A key to it was left to man, 
so that all future candidates could 


unlock the mysteries of the past. | 


This key was a desire for Light in 
order to help mankind. To quote 
the author: “Upon every candidate 
who passes through its sacred halls, 
the Pyramid has this claim—that he 
must forever afterwards be one of 
its radiating ‘stones’. On him is 
placed the privilege and the responsi- 
bility of becoming one of those 
through whom the Teachings are 
handed dewn to help those in need.” 
_ This probably accounts for the un- 
successful attempts of many students 
who are led to the Pyramid, following 
a motive of curiosity instead of a 
desire for Light so as to be of better 
service in the world. 

After the Prologue the reader is 
taken on an imaginary journey 
through the Pyramid. Although a 
map gives each step of the way and 
shows the archeological knowledge of 
the author, the journey is not a 
physical but a spiritual pilgrimage. 

When the reader reaches the end 
of the book, if he has obeyed the 
writer’s injunction to read and follow 
the various steps with an open mind. 
—he becomes convinced that the en- 
tire journey as described can be 
nothing else but the personal exper- 


iences of the author who passes them 


on for the enlightenment of others. 
The reader will probably put the 
book down determined to read it 
again, as this gem can be finished in 
less than three hours, even read slowly. 
He may read it again and again, and 
in all probability each time he goes 
over it he will receive greater and 


greater insight into those experiences. 
He may even obtain a glimpse of the 
meaning of the Mysteries and actually 
,undergo himself some of the exper- 
iences described. 

“NO”, besides being the complete 
pilgrimage of a soul, gives the tech- 
jnique or method whereby that soul 
may take a shorter way to get “en 
lrappert with God.” 

The word “No” is the art of trans- 
muting negative man into a “Positive”, 
—it is the lost art of Regenera- 
tion. The entire process shouid prove 
of extreme interest and value to all 
Masoas, for is it not the purpose of 
Masonry to regenerate man so that 
he may be a better Builder in the 
Perfecting of Humanity? 

The way is plainly indicated, but 
‘St is not enough merely to know the 
way of Positiveness or Truth or 
Light. To know yet not to do, pro- 
claims the negative results. If the 
candidate, however, is a true Positive, 
he will, as the Book of Ritual 
declares, ‘come forth by Day into the 
Light’ upon the top of the Pyramid, 
thus symbolizing with his Body, 
Mind and Soul that omitted ninth 
stone at the top, a living symbol of 
the Word restored, and representing 
the last touch of the Great Architect.” 


THE MORNING STAR. 


E have received the first issue 
W of The Morning Star, 

Journal of the Eastern Feder- 
ation of the British Empire. This 
Vol. 1, No. 1, is dated January 1935. 
The magazine is to be published 
quarterly with the Y. Ill. BB. George 
Arundale and N. Sri Ram as editors. 
From the Editorial we quote: 





“Co-Freemasonry is, of course, the 
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Masonry of the future. Freemasonry | 
which is exclusively masculine, or 
which is exclusively feminine—as 
exists today in Britain—is incomplete 
Masonry. And some day future 
generations will wonder how so 
sublime a science as Masonry, with 
its age-old traditions, could possibly 
have fallen into the hands of men 
cr women alone.” 

From a report of the International 
Convention by V. Ill. Bro. Arundale, 
we quote: 

“T can say without the slightest 
hesitation that I have never anywhere 
attended a gathering of persons with 
such divergent views conducting itself 
with such harmony in the very midst 
of the differences. The whole Con- 
vention was an object lesson in 
brotherhood in practice.” 

The annual subscription for the 
United States is two shillings. Ad- 
dress The Grand Secretary, Universal 
Co-Freemasonry (Le Droit Humain) 
Adyar, Madras, India. 

This new Co-Masonic magazine has 
our best wishes for success. 


LA CHAINE D’UNION. 


We have received and read with 
interest the first three issues of “La 
Chaine d’Union”, a monthly review 
of Masonic informaticn published by 
V. Gloton, 7 rue Cadet, Paris, 1Xe. 





The yearly subscription price, cut- 
side of France, is 50 Francs. 

Our French BB. have our best 
wishes for the success of their 


interesting and instructive magazine. 


; 


Keep an open mind and profit by | 


eviticism. 
—George F. Hoffman. 


SPANISH GLIMPSES. 





Bro. who recently visited Spain 
writes: 


“The climate here is about like 
Southern California's, with a semi- 
tropical vegetation. Madrid is a very 
clean city and in comparing it to New 
York one feels ashamed. Coming 
through the country from the border 
of France, I was very much impressed 
by seeing how well nature has 
divided her “bad” lands. Each 
country seems to share in the portion 
of desert and useless lands. It was 
much as one sees it going through 
parts of North and South Dakota. 

“The trip from Madrid to Toledo, 
Seville and Gibraltar was very 
interesting but nevertheless very 
tiring. 

“Babies and hungry-looking dogs 
stand out as a vivid picture of 
Spanish life. Margaret Sangster 
should come here and lecture on birth 
control. 

“To the millions of poor in Spain 
there are mere hundreds of the rich 
—and these are very rich. The 
middle class does not seem to exist. 

And the people are so _ poor! 
Most of them work on farms which 
were once large ranches, probably 
originally owned by wealthy families. 
But since the revolution I believe these 
great tracts of land have been divided. 
A very severe drought has taken 
possession of the entire southern part 
of Spain and land is as dry as bone 
parched by an intense sunshine. 

“The donkey is the beast of burden 
and as far as I can see is the only 


|cheap thing in Spain. I tried to buy 
ja few things characteristic of Spain, 
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but the United States dollar goes 
such a little way I had to give it up, 
and I could hardly crate a few 
donkeys to take home, 

“The bakeries that supply Seville 
with bread are an hour’s train ride 
from the city, and very early each 
morning a thousand donkeys are put 
on freight trains, brought to Seville 
and loaded to deliver the daily bread. 
Two big straw basket affairs hang on 
each side of the donkey and these are 
loaded with bread. Certainly a 
strange procedure. 

“Water conveniences are few here 
and only the rich can enjoy running 
water. Most of it is carried by the 
women in large water jars, much as 
the ancients did in ages before them.” 





JOINT LODGE 
OF REMEMBRANCE. 


S has been the custom for 
the last several years, the 
two Lodges in the Or. of 


New York City and the 
Lodge in the Or. of Brooklyn com- 
bined this winter to hold a Lodge of 
Remembrance. This year the cere- 
mony was held in the Temple of Wor. 
L. Marie Deraisme, No. 352, Or. of 
New York City. 

Waele eg ila Olt eI on eiay4 
officiated, and the other officers for 
the ceremony were selected from the 
three Lodges participating. The 
Regional Deputy was present and 
besides BB. of the three participating 
Ledges there were representatives or 
members of the Grand Council of 
Administration of the Federation, of 
the North American Consistory, of 





Rakoczi Areopagus, No. 48, Camp of 
New York and of Sov. Chapter Agape, 
No. 68, Valley of Brooklyn. 

The ceremony of the Lodge of 
Remembrance was conducted in ac- 
cordance with the ritual. The Or. 
read the beautiful poem, “Christus 
Consolator” by Rossiter Raymond. 

The R.W.M. spoke of those who 
had been initiated into the H.G.L. 
during the past year, and read a letter 
sent to this Lodge of Remembrance 
by the Dep. Grand Commander, V. 
Tl. Bro. Holbrook. 

Two very interesting papers which 
had been translated from the French 
were read at the appropriate places 
in the ceremony. One was entitled 
“Mourning Eulogy in Memory of The 
V. Ill. Bro. Marie Bonneviai’”. This 
was an address that had been 
delivered at a Lodge of Remembrance 
held in Lodge No. 4, on December 22, 
1918. The other was called “Frag- 
ments from an address delivered by 
Bro. Maria Bequet of Vienna at the 
Funeral of our Beloved Founder, Bro. 
Maria Deraismes”. 

With the closing of this Lodge of 
Remembrance the BB. left the Temple 
with feelings of grateful appreciation 
to the Founders and Co-workers, and 
all BB. who have laboured for the 
cause of Human Rights. 





The first great contest in America 
over the freedom of the press opened 
in New York, in 1734, with the arrest 
of Peter Zenger, publisher of “The 
Journal”, for assailing the adminis- 
tration of the provincial Governor. 
An able attorney, Andrew Hamilton, 
brought from Philadelphia, made the 
issue a “cause of liberty” and the 
jury acquitted Zenger. 
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CO-MASONIC NEWS. 


O eration was ill in Charleroi, 
Ill. Bro. John ‘Boido, Deputy for 
Eastern Ohio, and another Bro. drove 
from Bridgeport to Charleroi, a 
distance of 60 miles, to pay him a 
visit and to invite him to attend their 
regional convention and banquet on 
the 17th of February, if he was well 
enough to travel by that time. 

As a result of this invitation, the 
President of the Federation went to 
Wheeling, W. Va., on the 16th and 
the following morning he attended, at 
Bellaire, Ohio, the regional conven- 
tion of our Eastern Ohio Lodges. The 
meeting was well attended, and the 
BB. were optimistic. For the eighth 
time, Ill. Bro. Boido was seiected for 
Regional Deputy. 

After the meeting the BB. proceed- 
ed to the Miners’ Hall where arrange- 
ments had been made for the banyuet. 
First however, on invitation, several 
visited the beautiful Lodge room of 
one »f Bellaire’s Masonic Lodges, 
located on the upper floor of the Hall. 

Counting the children, no less than 
150 people attended the banquet. A 
good program of singing, dancing and 
acrobatics was given by a number of 
children ranging from five to 8 years 
old. They certainly start them young 
in Ohio. The hanquet was also the 
occasion of the celebration of the 50th 
wedding anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. 
Cerutti, the parents-in-law of one of 
our active members. The Mayor of 
Bellaire, an active American Mason, 
and the President of the Federation 
addressed the assembly after partak- 
ing of the excellent luncheon. 


N February 8rd, having heard 
that the President of the Fed- 


| Mexico City. 


From the Masonic section of “El 
National” (Dee. 1st, 1984), one of 
Mexico City’s large dailies, we trans- 
late the foilowing: ; 


“CONVENTION OF THE ORDER 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS. 


“The Mexican Federation of the 
International Co-Masonic Order 
‘Human Rights’, is making arrange- 
ments for its annual Convention to be 
attended by all of its Lodges in the 
Republic. The Convention will open 
next Wednesday, Dec, 2, 1935, in. its 
Temple, No. 10 Seminary Street. 

“At this meeting there will be 
present a special representative of the 
Supreme Council with Headquarters 
in’ Paris; thes V.. Dll. “Bro; luomis 
Goaziou, First Lieutenant Grand Com- 
mander, and President of the Ameri- 
can Federation. ‘This Ill. Bro. will 
arrive in the city Tuesday, Jan. 1st, 
coming on a train from Juarez.” 


From the issue of January 12th of 
the same paper we translate the fol- 
lowing: 

“The members of the Co-Masonic 
Lodges in the Federal District met 
last evening with Very Ill. Bro. Louis 
Geaziou, special delegate of the 
Supreme Council of International Co- 
Masonry, to wish him a happy return 
to the States. Present at this dinner 
were the BB. Dr. Rosauro Garcia, Dr. 
David R. Cervera, R. P. de Mireles, 
Paula V. de Mallen, Augustin Servin 
de la Mora, Frida R. Dulne, Daniel 
del Valle, Teresa del Valle, Maria 
Lourdes de Cervera, Dr. Conception 
Professor Maria de J. Franco de Leon, 
Pablo Troncoso, Ernestina Villanueva, 
Gonzalo Rubio, Enrique Honorat and 
j others.” 
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Niagara Falls, N. Y. 


On Saturday, Jan. 26th, Galileo 
Galilei Lodge, of Niagara Fails, N.Y., 
gave a banquet to celebrate the 
tenth anniversary of its founding. 
The Grand Commander, The Very Il. 
Bro. Goaziou, was to have been the 
guest of honor, but owing to illness 
he was unable to attend. He there- 
fore asked the Regional Deputy of 
the Eastern District, Bro. Helen R. 
Sturgis, to represent him. 

The R.W.M., Bro. Cesare Polidori, 
ably assisted by several good BB. of 
the Lodge, saw to it that the Deputy 
was met at the train, driven to 
Canada to see the Falls—very glori- 
ous in their winter dress of pale 
green stalactites and crystal 
spangles—,escorted to the banquet, 
invited next day to Sunday dinner, 
and shown every. possible courtesy 
and attention. 

The banquet was a very fine 
affair, served in generous Italian style 
at one of the large hotels. It wound 
up with speeches, three in English 
and two in Italian, and the taking of 
a Jarge photograph. ; 

Sunday afternoon, an open meeting 
for members and profane was held 
in the Lodge room, and after that a 


closed meeting for instruction 
purposes. The number of those who 
eagerly remained for instruction 


showed a splendid enthusiasm for the 
work, which argues well for the 
future of Galileo Galilei Lodge. 


The North American Consistory 


will hold its annual reunion at 2:30) 


P. M. April 14, in Washington 
Hall, State-Lake Building, Chicago. 
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IN MEMORIAM. 


California. 

Bro. Alice Lemon, a member of 
Helios Ledge, No. 860, Los Angeles, 
passed away to the EH. G. L. on the 
17th of January. She had been in ill 
health for some time. Bro. Lemon 
was at one time a member of our 
Cleveland Lodge, No. 506. 


Kansas. 

Bro. Marie Chevalier, Lodge 884, 
Mulberry, Ks., a most devoted mem- 
ber since the early days of our Order, 
passed away December 21st after a 
long illness. Our good Bro. had often 
mentioned that she wished to have a 
Co-Mascnic burial service, so seven- 
teen Bh. assembled for that purpose. 
They also contributed a beautiful 
floral emblem. The Rev. F. C. Sut- 
ton of the Arma Methodist Church had 
charge of the service. He is a mem- 
ber of the A. F. & A. M. He said 
that the ritual work of our BB. was 
well done but he had never heard of 
our Order before. 


‘New York. 

Bro. David Alex. Paul, a member 
of Marie Deraisme Lodge, No. 352, 
passed away December ist, 1934. 


Germany. 

Bro. Karl Borda, the able editor of 
the Masonic magazine “Die Drei 
Ringe”, passed away the 19th of 
November. Hereafter “Die Drei 
Ringe” will be published at Prague. 
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I. CONCERNING GOD 
AND RELIGION. 


A MASON is obliged, by his tenure, 


to obey the moral Law; and if he. 
'. rightly understands the Art, he will 


“never be a stupid ATHEIST, nor an 


irreligious LIBERTINE. But though 


“in ancient times MASONS were 


charged in every Country to be of the 
Religion of that Country or Nation, 


whatever it was, yet it is thought | 


“more expedient only to oblige them to 
. that Religion in which all Men agree, 


leaving their particular opinions to 
themselves; that is, to be good Men 
and true, or Men of Honour and 


' Honesty, by whatever Denominations 


tinguished; whereby Masonry becomes 


the Center of Union, and the + mesns 
: of conciliating true Friendship among 


Persons that must have remained at a: 
’ perpetual distance—From Anderson’s 


' Constitution of 1723, 


To the extent that Masons, in| 
~ various. countries, have departed from 
_ the above declaration, Masonry has 


ceased to be a Center of Union. It is 
time to discard sectarianism and to re- 


» turn to fundamental principles so as 
to unite people who will otherwise re- 
_ Main at a perpetual distance. 


May Co-Masonry ever remain free 


» from disintegrating elements of re- 
_ ligious dogmatism and sectarianism 


-or. Persuasions they may be dis- |: 








as well as from the intolerance that 


would condemn any member for 
practicing, in the profane world, a 
religion of his choice. 
able to retain its International char- 
acter and to become a powerful in- 
strument in 
practicing the ideals of Universal 
Brotherhood. 


Wherever creeds and dogmas ure 
adopted, and members are obliged to 
subscribe to them as the price of mem- 
bership, individual Reason and 
Conscience are dethroned and Free- 
dom of Will is lost. Let us pray that 
such state of affairs may never pre- 
vail in the Co-Masonic Order. Every 
member must always feel free in his 
search for more Light. 


LODGE GOODS. 


When in need of Lodge material or 


regalia of any kind, send your orders 
to the American Federation of Human 
Rights, Box 22; Larkspur, Colorado. 
Whatever we. may not have on hand, 
we will order for you promptly. 
; i 
FORM OF BEQUEST. 

For the Benefit of the Co-Masonic 
Home, Larkspur, Colo., I give, devise 


and bequeath to the Council of Ad-— 


ministration of the American Feder- 
ation of Human Rights, a corporation 
organized under the laws of the 
District of Columbia, (describe gift 
or devise or both as the case may be) 
to be used for the support and main- 
tenance of the Home established ‘in 


Larkspur, Colo., in such manner <as: 


may be determined by said Couneil 
of Administration. 





It will then ‘be 


disseminating — and. 
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of HUMAN RIGHTS, Incorporated 
under the Federal Lawes of the Dia- 
trict of Columbia, holds a regular 
Charter from the Supreme Council of 
International Co-Masonry with head- 
- quarters in Paris, France, 


The Supreme Council has juris- 
diction over Co-Masonic Lodges in al) 
parts of the World. 


<a 


The AMERICAN FEDERATION 
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